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Hooper Telephone Company
Founding, early offices, and the company through the centennial year
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What the contemporary newspaper establishes
The February 28, 1901 issue describes organization meetings and articles specifying March 1 as the start of the corporation's legal existence. April
18 confirms the central office would be in C. Hoffman's restaurant. The October 30, 1902 issue identifies Mr. Hoffman's central-office contract and
announces the move to a room formerly occupied by Hecker & Son as a restaurant.

Where the early buildings were
Hoffman's 1899 construction reports and January 1901 profile closely match the map change at original block 1, lot 12. A county property record
identifies that parcel today as 106 N Main Street, the David Hargens VFW Post #10535 property. This is a strongly supported identification by
combining records; the maps do not name Hoffman. His exact telephone room or floor is not established.

How to read the Hecker evidence
Maps locate the grocery at the northeast corner of Main and Fulton, with an exchange at its rear. A 1916 map explicitly labels the telephone
exchange east of the bank. Retrospective accounts connect the corner property with Hecker and the bank built in 1914. The original wooden
storefront and the later bank are different buildings.

What remains open
Historic 305 Main and current 106 N Main use different numbering. The current address is verified through the parcel record, not by carrying
forward a Sanborn number. The disposition of the wooden grocery building is not established. A 1900/1902 discrepancy in accounts of Sanders
buying Hecker & Son remains unresolved. An archival inventory identifies reports to request; the reports themselves have not yet been read.

Packet contents: pp. 2-5 contemporary newspaper excerpts; pp. 6-7 Sanborn map comparisons; pp. 8-9 retrospective book evidence; p. 10 historic streetscape; p. 11 archival
leads; p. 12 current parcel/address record; pp. 13-16 more 1901 newspaper evidence, including the July connection; p. 17 federal operator record and reading notes; pp. 18-20 full
centennial pages 41-43; pp. 21-23 contemporary commission order and statistics. Source images are reproduced or cropped from the saved originals; newspaper search
highlighting remains as captured.



CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER

Organization reported in February 1901
Higher-magnification captures assembled into one clipping, shown below in reading order with a small overlap.
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Source: The Hooper Sentinel, February 28, 1901, p. 5, "Telephone Meeting." The report describes adoption and amendment of articles, director/officer elections, and a March 1
commencement provision. It is more precise than treating organization and filing as one undifferentiated date.

Open the complete newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913607/


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER

Charlie Hoffman's business profile
The account was published before the telephone company's organization.
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What it establishes
Charles ("Chas.") Hoffman came to Hooper in spring 1892 and
opened a confectionery and bakery. The profile says he built his
larger Main Street premises in 1899.

This provides a contemporary bridge from the named business to
the 1899 construction notices. It does not identify the later
telephone office's exact room or floor.

Source: The Hooper Sentinel, January 3, 1901, p. 9, "Restaurants and Bakeries." Excerpt includes the complete Hoffman paragraph. The bakery's initial 1892 location is not
established by this passage.

Open the complete newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913417/


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPERS

The Hoffman-Tillman construction
Named construction reports tie Hoffman to a new two-story brick building in 1899.
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July 13 reports excavation for Hoffman's two-story brick building and
Tillman's plan to replace his adjoining frame building. July 27 names
Louis Stroh laying the foundation of the Hoffman-Tillman building.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, July 13, 1899, p. 5 (left; excerpt); July 27, 1899, p. 5 (right; complete construction notice). Together with the maps, these strongly support the lot
12/13 building identification. The newspaper excerpts do not themselves print a lot number.

July 13, 1899 newspaper page July 27, 1899 newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706911827/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706911906/


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER

Why the central office moved in 1902
This account identifies the old operator arrangement and the new premises directly.
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The report states:
The number of telephones had increased from about 50 to
130. Mr. Hoffman wanted to give up his central-office contract
as it exceeded his available room and time. General manager
M. E. Shipley would take charge.

The destination was a room formerly occupied by Hecker &
Son as a restaurant. The paper announced that the move
would occur that week, with a brief interruption in service.

That wording is more exact than saying simply "behind
Hecker Grocery."

Source: The Hooper Sentinel, October 30, 1902, p. 5, "In a New Home." Complete article excerpt.

Open the complete newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706917265/


CONTEMPORARY MAPS

Hoffman premises: the map comparison
Original town block 1, lots 12 and 13, on the east side of Main between Fulton and Elk.
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May 1899, sheet 1: Lot 12 is empty; the adjoining lot 13 has a one-story frame
saloon. Other bakeries appear elsewhere on this map, so it does not identify
Hoffman's original 1892 premises.

June 1904, sheet 1: A two-story brick restaurant/bakery is at historic map number
305 Main, lot 12; a saloon occupies lot 13. This matches the 1899 construction
sequence and 1901 business profile. Owner names are absent.

Library of Congress - May 1899 Sanborn map Library of Congress - June 1904 Sanborn map

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4194hm.g052001899/?sp=1
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4194hm.g052001904/?sp=1


CONTEMPORARY MAPS

The Hecker site and the later exchange
Northeast corner of Main and Fulton; original block 1, lot 9. Map numbers are historical.
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June 1904, sheet 1: The corner grocery is at historic 301 Main. At the rear, the
map label reads "Telegraph Exc." That wording is reproduced as printed, without
silently changing it to "telephone."

January 1916, sheet 2: The bank occupies the corner; "Telephone Exchange" is
explicitly shown immediately east, facing Fulton, at historic 202 Fulton. This
confirms the 1916 exchange location.

Library of Congress - June 1904 Sanborn map Library of Congress - January 1916 Sanborn map

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4194hm.g052001904/?sp=1
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4194hm.g052001916/?sp=2


RETROSPECTIVE BOOK / HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Two views of the wooden grocery
Photographs reproduced in the 1976 centennial history; source captions provide different details.

Celebrate Hooper | Research source packet | 13 October 2026 08

Printed p. 42: The caption identifies the telephone company's office in the rear. It
gives no photograph date or street address. The company occupied a room; this
does not establish ownership of the whole building.

Printed p. 56: Captioned "J. Sanders Groceries-1912." The distinctive facade
visually matches the p. 42 photograph. That comparison is an identification by
visual evidence, not an explicit cross-reference in the book.

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, Hooper Mrs. Jaycees / Hooper Centennial-Bicentennial Committee, May 1976. User-supplied scans; no public online edition linked.



RETROSPECTIVE LOCAL HISTORY

The Hecker property and the bank
These later accounts help connect the map site to the Hecker name.
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Printed p. 70: Plans on May 1, 1913 for a new one-story First National Bank
building on the corner lot purchased from the W. C. Hecker estate; an open house
on May 27, 1914.

Printed p. 168: Laura McGran recalls a confectionery owned by August Hecker's
father at the southwest corner of the then-present bank. This is a retrospective
recollection, not a deed.

Limits: The records support the Hecker property at the later bank site. They do not establish whether the original wooden grocery was demolished or moved. The book's p. 60
dates Sanders' purchase of the business to 1902; his 1921 biography gives 1900. Neither date should be represented as settled.

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, Hooper Mrs. Jaycees / Hooper Centennial-Bicentennial Committee, May 1976. User-supplied scans; no public online edition linked.

Compare Jacob Sanders biography, 1921, volume II, p. 698

https://archive.org/details/historyofdodgewa02buss/page/698/mode/1up


HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPH / OFFICIAL SURVEY

Main Street buildings in the historic survey
A streetscape reference for relating the map evidence to the surviving commercial block at the survey date.
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Source: Hooper Historic District National Register nomination, photograph 9, Janet Jeffries Spencer, Nebraska State Historical Society. Caption reverse stamped February 29,
1980. The view includes survey property DD06-64 (the double storefront) and DD06-37 (First National Bank at right). The photograph alone does not identify Hoffman's occupancy.

National Park Service - photographs, image and caption on PDF pp. 17-18

https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/NRHP/80002445_photos


ARCHIVAL FINDING AID

Specific records to request next
The inventory has been examined. The underlying company reports have not yet been read.
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Box 714, printed p. 61: Hooper Telephone Company annual reports, 1908-1983. Box 751, printed p. 76: Uehling reports, 1910-1912, under Nebraska Telephone ownership; a
1915 Uehling exchange report under Hooper Telephone. This supports ownership by 1915, but does not establish the exact purchase date, price or assets.

Source: Nebraska State Historical Society, RG0009 Public Service Commission, Subgroup Six, Series 3, Annual Reports. The centennial book's 1914 date remains a separate retrospective claim.

Open the complete RG0009 inventory

https://history.nebraska.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/doc_Public-Service-Commission-Nebraska-RG0009.pdf


CURRENT OFFICIAL PROPERTY RECORD

The current address: 106 N Main Street
Original town block 1, lot 12; parcel 270071764. Historic Sanborn number: 305 Main.
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Verified parcel identification: Dodge County lists 106 N Main Street, Hooper, as lot 12, block 1, with David Hargens VFW Post #10535 as the
named owner. This connects the historic lot to a modern address. The address identification is separate from the inference that Hoffman occupied
the bakery shown on the 1904 map.

Date caution: The assessor card lists 1910 as the building year. Contemporary newspaper construction accounts and the historic-district survey support 1899. This packet uses
the assessor record for parcel and address identification, not to establish the construction year.

Source: Dodge County, Nebraska, property record PDF+PIN 046+270071764, generated May 31, 2026, p. 1; construction-year field on p. 2.

Open the county property report

https://reports.camavision.com/rpdf?newcid=NE0027&gid=8170


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER NOTICES

Selecting the first central office
The April notices document the search for an operator and the contract with C. Hoffman.
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April 4: Bids were invited through April 10 for five years of switchboard operation,
at a centrally located business or residence. The committee named E. O. Spielberg
and Bernard Monnich.

April 18: The committee had contracted with C. Hoffman. The
newspaper explicitly says the central "hello" office would be in his
restaurant. This is direct contemporary evidence of the first office
location.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, April 4, 1901, p. 5, "For Bids to Operate Switchboard" (complete notice); April 18, 1901, p. 5 (complete local-news paragraph).

April 4, 1901 newspaper page April 18, 1901 newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913749/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913816/


CONTEMPORARY LEGAL NOTICE

What the corporation was authorized to do
Selected excerpts from the published articles; this is not a reproduction of the complete legal notice.
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Source: The Hooper Sentinel, April 11, 1901, p. 1, "Articles of Incorporation of the Hooper Telephone Company." These excerpts identify the incorporators, principal place of
business, powers to build and operate the system, and $50,000 of authorized capital in $25 shares. Authorized capital is not the amount actually raised or spent.

Open the complete newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913768/


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER PROGRESS REPORTS

Construction was not an opening date
The system was still being assembled after the corporation had been organized.
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May 9: Poles were set, crossarms nearly in place, and wire work was expected
next. Service before June 1 was a hope, conditional on material arriving. It was not
an announcement of a completed opening.

June 13: Telephones had been installed but the needed cable had not arrived;
they were not yet connected to the central office. This is direct evidence that the
March 1 corporate start did not mean immediate telephone service.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, May 9, 1901, p. 5; June 13, 1901, p. 5. Complete local-news paragraphs, cropped from the saved newspaper captures.

May 9, 1901 newspaper page June 13, 1901 newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913902/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706914036/


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER NOTICES

Connected through central: July 13, 1901
The July 18 report identifies the preceding Saturday as the date the line was connected.
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July 4: After a six-week delay, the cable had arrived. The report expected
connection work the following week. This was a progress forecast, not confirmation
that central service had begun.

July 18: The paper reported that the line was finally connected the preceding
Saturday and that calls were now made through the central office. That Saturday
was July 13, 1901. The report does not identify the first caller.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, July 4, 1901, p. 8; July 18, 1901, p. 8. Complete local-news paragraphs. The precise July 13 date is a calendar calculation from the contemporary
report, not a date printed numerically in the paragraph.

July 4, 1901 newspaper page July 18, 1901 newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706914137/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706914183/


CONTEMPORARY FEDERAL NOTICE / RETROSPECTIVE READING NOTES

Operators and the later company record
The following three pages reproduce the complete centennial book pages 41-43.

Celebrate Hooper | Research source packet | 13 October 2026 17

Federal Register, April 18, 1944, pp. 4111-4112: Hooper Telephone received a
certificate for learner commercial switchboard operators at its Hooper exchange,
effective April 13, 1944-April 12, 1945. The general notice on p. 4111 explains the
rules allowed learner wages below the normal statutory minimum. It names no
individual trainees or actual wages.

Official Federal Register issue (PDF p. 50 is printed p. 4112)

How to read the centennial pages
The 1976 account records the 1920 common-battery switchboard, later managers, wartime rebuilding, the 1944 flood, Uehling dial conversion in
1949 and Hooper dial conversion on November 19, 1963. The operators pictured on p. 42 are Twila Linstadt and Alta Miller in 1955; they are
not identified as the 1944 flood operators.

Important differences: The February 1901 newspaper names T. W. Lyman as elected president, whereas the book names E. O. Spielberg. The book dates the 1944 flood June 9;
contemporary reports establish Sunday, June 11. Its fourteen-day service interruption also differs from the newspapers' restoration reports. The p. 42 portrait's 1899 Hooper
manager caption should not be used to move the company's founding before 1901. These are original historical pages, not silently corrected transcriptions.

Further limits: The book distinguishes Hooper dial service in 1963 from a further "direct dialing" change in 1965, without specifying long-distance service. Its rural underground/private-line project is
described as nearing completion in 1976, not already complete.

June 15, 1944 contemporary flood report June 22, 1944 service-restoration report

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-1944-04-18/pdf/FR-1944-04-18.pdf
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707497776/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707497797/


Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976 | printed p. 41 | retrospective source
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Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976 | printed p. 42 | retrospective source
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Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976 | printed p. 43 | retrospective source
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CONTEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION RECORD

The 1913 order for telephone connections
Formal Complaint No. 214: Hooper Telephone Company v. Nebraska Telephone Company.
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Printed p. 158, excerpt: The September 15 hearing took place in Fremont. The
commission found for Hooper. Printed p. 159, right: Its September 20 order
required connections at Fremont and near Hooper, divided toll revenue under
Nebraska law, and set an October 1 effective date. That is not proof of the date
construction was completed.

Source: Nebraska State Railway Commission, Sixth Annual Report to the Governor, year ending November 30, 1913 (published 1914), pp. 158-159. The Supreme Court affirmed the order on May 15,
1914, in 96 Neb. 245-262. The interconnection case is separate from the Uehling exchange purchase.

Original commission report, Internet Archive / Google Original 1914 Supreme Court opinion

https://archive.org/details/report110commgoog
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/epubs/S3000/B001-1914apr.pdf


CONTEMPORARY COMPANY STATISTICS

Identifying Hooper in the 1913 table
Printed p. 506: the company name and accounting columns.
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Hooper Telephone Co. appears between Holbrook-Hendley Tel. Co. and Hoskins Independent Tel. Co. The following packet page
continues the same table; Hooper is row 150. These are published extracts of company reports, not the archived original returns.

Reporting period: The introductory note on printed p. 376 states the year ending June 30, 1913, unless otherwise noted. No different period is marked
for Hooper.

Sixth Annual Report, pp. 376 and 506 (1913 reporting year; published 1914)

https://archive.org/details/report110commgoog


CONTEMPORARY COMPANY STATISTICS

Hooper: 647 instruments in 1913
Printed p. 507: the continuation of the table, Hooper row 150.
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Row 150: 418 farm subscribers, 229 city subscribers, 647 total instruments installed and 271 stockholders.
The company reported 945 miles of wire and 5,930 feet of cable. Wire mileage is not roadway or pole-line
mileage.

Source: Nebraska State Railway Commission, Sixth Annual Report to the Governor, year ending November 30, 1913 (published
1914), telephone-company table pp. 506-507. The p. 376 note establishes that these company figures cover the year ending June 30,
1913.

Open the digitized original report

https://archive.org/details/report110commgoog

