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Hooper Telephone Company

Expanded illustrated source packet
From the first central office to North Elm Street and the WesTel era

Celebrate Hooper | Updated October 20, 2026

A crew lays cable for Hooper Telephone Company. The Nebraska State Historical Society identifies the company and town but
does not supply an exact date or the men's names.

Nebraska State Historical Society, RG3347.PH000003-000004. Photographer unknown.

A documented history with photographs, address evidence, newspaper excerpts and links to the original records.
This edition brings the earlier source packet together with additional company images, the 101 North Elm
evidence and a contemporary explanation of the WesTel name change.

Prepared by Lexis Jindra | Celebrate Hooper | JindraWebDev
402-450-6563 | hello@jindrawebdev.com | jindrawebdev.com

https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_7bb79dca-1b72-44ec-b465-1e8c0da4d7fe/
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What this edition establishes
101 North Elm Street

A December 1996 staffing advertisement and an official directory dated October 12, 1999 give this exact address.
County parcel 270136061 identifies the company's North Elm property and records a 1963 office and a separate
1978 shop. Google Maps places the address at the same signed brick office.

Three dated exterior views

Links lead to Google Street View imagery from July 2012, September 2021 and July 2024. A separate exterior
photograph from Hooper's 2026 history book is reproduced here. County photographs of the office, shop and
Uehling property are linked to their original records.

The WesTel change was a shared name

A July 19, 2001 newspaper announcement gives August 1 as the effective date for West Iowa Telephone and
MidlandsNet to use the WesTel name. It explicitly preserves their ownership and legal structure. Hooper's
inclusion in the common brand is documented separately by the company history and its own tariff.

The Hooper office closed in 1999

Former office manager David (Dave) Nilles confirmed the year in an October 20, 2026 email to Melissa
Lanzourakis, forwarded to Celebrate Hooper the same day. His statement is direct written recollection; a
December 1999 newspaper separately documents his transfer to Remsen. The company and local telephone
service continued after the office closed.

Sources: Bookkeeper/Customer Service Representative recruitment advertisement; Hearing on Department of Defense's Contract Bundling
Policy - company agreement directory appendix; Dodge County assessor: Hooper Telephone Company North Elm Street parcel; Google Maps
place record and Street View: 101 N Elm St, Hooper; Company changes name - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 1; Nebraska Independent
Telephone Association Access Service Catalog - Rate List for Hooper Telephone Company, d/b/a WesTel Systems; David (Dave) Nilles, email
to Melissa Lanzourakis, October 20, 2026; forwarded to Celebrate Hooper the same day; Nilles transfers to Remsen office of West Iowa
Telephone Company.

Reading order

1. Cited timeline • 2. Buildings and addresses • 3. People and historical photographs • 4. West Iowa and WesTel • 5. Newspaper
evidence • 6. Source register • Appendix A: the original 23-page source packet.

Photographs are labeled by place and date when established. Iowa company photographs are identified as Iowa context. Undated
images remain undated. Source titles are clickable; Newspapers.com may require a subscription. This is a research reference, not
a blanket license to republish every photograph.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/523152204/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-106hhrg65422/pdf/CHRG-106hhrg65422.pdf#page=136
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-106hhrg65422/pdf/CHRG-106hhrg65422.pdf#page=136
https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=8280
https://www.google.com/maps/place/101+N+Elm+St,+Hooper,+NE+68031/@41.6103867,-96.5477889,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x87917af9e857eaaf:0x6038f313983fec2b!8m2!3d41.6104593!4d-96.5455403!16s%2Fg%2F11c4r7hsvy
https://www.google.com/maps/place/101+N+Elm+St,+Hooper,+NE+68031/@41.6103867,-96.5477889,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x87917af9e857eaaf:0x6038f313983fec2b!8m2!3d41.6104593!4d-96.5455403!16s%2Fg%2F11c4r7hsvy
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&d=01012000-12312002&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20010719_english_1&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://psc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Hooper%20Telephone%20Company%2C%20dba%20WesTel%20Systems_0.pdf#page=21
https://psc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Hooper%20Telephone%20Company%2C%20dba%20WesTel%20Systems_0.pdf#page=21
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19991216_english_1&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19991216_english_1&cid=3301
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Timeline | 1901-1914
1901 | Company organized; central service connected

Hooper residents organized the Hooper Telephone Company in 1901. The February 28 newspaper reported
adoption of the company's articles and bylaws and election of officers. The July 18 issue reported central
connections completed the preceding Saturday, July 13. The articles set March 1 as the beginning of legal
existence; the state recorded their filing April 19.

Organization and the start of central service were separate milestones.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, February 28, 1901, p. 5; The Hooper Sentinel, July 18, 1901, p. 8; Nebraska Secretary of State, biennial
report, 1902, printed p. 35.

1902 | The exchange moves from Hoffman's restaurant

The October 30 newspaper reported growth from about 50 to 130 telephones and announced a move that week
to a room formerly occupied by Hecker & Son as a restaurant. M. E. Shipley would take charge of the central
office.

The later centennial history describes the office as behind Hecker Grocery. The early buildings and map evidence are discussed
later in this packet.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, October 30, 1902, p. 5; Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, p. 41.

1914 | Uehling exchange acquired

According to Hooper's 1976 centennial history, the company purchased the Uehling exchange from Nebraska
Telephone Company in 1914. A state commission order dated January 28, 1915 independently confirms Hooper
Telephone was operating both the Hooper and Uehling exchanges.

The 1914 purchase year comes from the retrospective history. The exact purchase day and price have not been established.

Sources: Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, p. 41; Nebraska State Railway Commission, Eighth Annual Report (1915), pp. 245-246.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913607/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706914183/
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/epubs/S1000/A001-1902.pdf#page=33
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/epubs/S1000/A001-1902.pdf#page=33
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706917265/
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/PublicDocuments/Railway_Commission/8th_Eighth_Annual_Report_Nebraska_State_Railway_Commission_1915.pdf#page=242
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Timeline | 1930s-1947
1930s-early 1940s | Depression and wartime pressures

Depression-era hardship reduced telephone service, followed by wartime labor and material shortages. The
centennial history dates the business decline to 1932-1939 and recalls employees being drafted. The 1943 state
record also describes skilled workers leaving for better-paid war work and industry.

The sources do not establish 1932-1942 as the precise period or the draft as the only staffing problem.

Sources: Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, p. 41; Nebraska State Railway Commission, Thirty-Sixth Annual Report (1943), p. 315.

1943 | Controlling ownership changes

W. H. Daubendiek acquired controlling shares in Hooper Telephone Company, establishing the West Iowa
connection. The business continued under the Hooper Telephone name. Later company histories summarize this
as West Iowa's purchase of Hooper Telephone.

The contemporary state record identifies a majority-stock transfer to Daubendiek personally, rather than establishing purchase of
every share or all assets by West Iowa.

Sources: Nebraska State Railway Commission, Thirty-Sixth Annual Report (1943), pp. 312-321, especially p. 315; WesTel Systems, About
Us, company timeline.

1944 | Flood damages the telephone system

The June 1944 flood damaged the company's Hooper-Uehling network and Hooper switching equipment. The
local newspaper reported that operators stayed until floodwater forced their evacuation by boat, followed by
emergency repairs and the arrival of replacement switchboard parts.

The contemporary newspaper supports the damage and evacuation. An exact outage duration has not been established here.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, June 22, 1944, p. 1, "Aftermath - A Flood Resume"; Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, pp. 41-42.

By 1947 | Rebuilding and modernization

According to the centennial history, rebuilding and modernization of the Hooper and Uehling exchanges had
replaced more than 800 miles of line wire and many carloads of poles by 1947. Improvements continued after the
immediate flood damage had been repaired.

This is wire length, not 800 miles of new routes. The source does not say all of that wire was destroyed by the 1944 flood.

Sources: Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, p. 42.

https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/PublicDocuments/Railway_Commission/36th_Thirty-Sixth_Annual_Report_Nebraska_State_Railway_Commission_1943.pdf#page=329
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/PublicDocuments/Railway_Commission/36th_Thirty-Sixth_Annual_Report_Nebraska_State_Railway_Commission_1943.pdf#page=329
https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707497797/
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
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Timeline | 1962-1976
1962-1963 | Local manual-to-dial conversion

A March 29, 1962 announcement estimated approximately $145,000 for the dial-conversion project, including a
new building, rebuilt lines and additional cable. The conversion proceeded in stages in 1963. The November 21
newspaper reported the whole Hooper exchange on dial service beginning November 20.

The $145,000 figure is an announced estimate, not a final cost. The later book gives a general estimate over $100,000 and dates
activation November 19, one day earlier than the newspaper. Both support 1963 as the conversion year.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, March 29, 1962, p. 1, "$145,000 Dial System Planned"; The Hooper Sentinel, November 21, 1963, p. 1;
Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, p. 43.

1965 | Direct long-distance dialing announced

Direct Distance Dialing was announced for December 5, 1965, allowing Hooper customers to dial
station-to-station long-distance calls themselves. This was a separate improvement from the 1963 local dial
conversion.

The December 2 newspaper announces the planned start; it is not a later confirmation of the exact activation day.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, December 2, 1965, p. 1.

December 1967 | More than 1,000 telephones

The centennial history reports that, at the December 1967 directors' meeting, management announced more than
1,000 telephones in service for the first time in the company's history.

The source says more than 1,000 telephones, not exactly 1,000 individual subscribers or households.

Sources: Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, p. 43.

By 1976 | Rural underground private-line project

Planning for an underground, private-line rural telephone system began in 1967. The centennial history, written in
1976, described the project as nearing completion.

The account does not establish that every aerial line had been removed or that the entire project was already finished. Its praise for
the company's modernity is an author's assessment, not a verified national ranking.

Sources: Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, p. 43.

https://scribner.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=hooper_sentinel_usa_nebraska_hooper_19620329_english_1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707577582/
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707581232/
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
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Timeline | 1995-2001
1995 | Cable television in the company history

WesTel's retrospective company timeline dates the addition of cable television to its offerings to 1995.

This is a company-wide milestone. The source alone does not establish 1995 as the first cable television service in Hooper
specifically.

Sources: WesTel Systems, About Us, company timeline.

1995-1996 | Internet service in Hooper's territory

A January 12, 1999 newspaper report states that Hooper Telephone began offering internet service within its own
customer territory in 1995. It places formation of MidlandsNet through a partnership with Community Connections
of Lincoln two years later, and reports expansion into Fremont in January 1999.

WesTel's retrospective company timeline instead gives 1996. The difference is unresolved; neither source explains it. The
newspaper is specific to Hooper's customer territory. This is an internet-service date, not a fiber-installation date.

Sources: Kurt Johnson, "MidlandsNet creates local web link," Fremont Tribune, January 12, 1999, p. B3 (viewer p. 11); WesTel Systems,
About Us, company timeline.

1996-1999 | North Elm office and its closing

A December 1996 staffing advertisement gave Hooper Telephone's address as 101 N. Elm Street. Ron Henrich
moved to the Remsen office in April 1997. Dave Nilles was still identified as Hooper office manager in January
1999; a December 16 report described his recent transfer to Remsen after 21 years in Hooper. An October 12,
1999 federal directory also lists 101 North Elm and names Nilles as contact. In an October 20, 2026 email to
Melissa Lanzourakis, forwarded to Celebrate Hooper that day, Nilles confirmed: "The Hooper office was closed
in 1999."

The closure year comes from the former office manager's retrospective firsthand account. The 1999 newspaper independently
documents his transfer. Neither gives the exact closing day; closing the office did not dissolve the company or end local telephone
service.

Sources: Fremont Tribune, December 24, 1996, Tribune Marketplace p. 5 (viewer p. 26); Remsen Bell-Enterprise, July 24, 1997, p. 1;
Fremont Tribune, January 12, 1999, p. B3; Remsen Bell-Enterprise, December 16, 1999, p. 1; Federal directory, October 12, 1999, printed p.
132 / PDF p. 136; David Nilles, email to Melissa Lanzourakis, October 20, 2026; forwarded the same day; Hooper Telephone Company d/b/a
WesTel Systems, rate sheet issued December 20, 2001.

2001 | Shared WesTel Systems brand

West Iowa Telephone, Hooper Telephone and MidlandsNet adopted the shared WesTel Systems brand in 2001.
An official rate sheet issued December 20, 2001, effective January 1, 2002, still uses the name Hooper
Telephone Company, d/b/a WesTel Systems. The July 19 announcement set August 1 as the effective date for
West Iowa and MidlandsNet and expressly preserved their ownership and legal structure.

A shared brand does not mean the underlying legal companies ceased to exist or that Hooper Telephone and West Iowa became
identical legal names.

Sources: WesTel Systems, About Us, company timeline; Nebraska PSC tariff collection, Hooper rate sheet, 1st Revised Page 17-21 (PDF p.
21); Remsen Bell-Enterprise, July 19, 2001, p. 1.

https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/522927559/
https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/523152204/
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19970724_english_1&cid=3301
https://www.newspapers.com/image/522927559/
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19991216_english_1&cid=3301
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-106hhrg65422/pdf/CHRG-106hhrg65422.pdf#page=136
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-106hhrg65422/pdf/CHRG-106hhrg65422.pdf#page=136
https://psc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Hooper%20Telephone%20Company%2C%20dba%20WesTel%20Systems_0.pdf#page=21
https://psc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Hooper%20Telephone%20Company%2C%20dba%20WesTel%20Systems_0.pdf#page=21
https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://psc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Hooper%20Telephone%20Company%2C%20dba%20WesTel%20Systems_0.pdf#page=21
https://psc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Hooper%20Telephone%20Company%2C%20dba%20WesTel%20Systems_0.pdf#page=21
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&d=01012000-12312002&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20010719_english_1&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
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Timeline | 2011-2021
2011 | Fiber-to-the-home in the company history

WesTel's retrospective company history marks 2011 as the start of fiber-to-the-home services.

This company milestone does not give installation or activation dates for individual Hooper addresses.

Sources: WesTel Systems, About Us, company timeline.

2019 | Local buried-fiber agreements

On May 22, Dodge County's board received and filed WesTel buried-fiber installation agreements for parts of
Hooper, Logan, Everett, Maple and Nickerson townships.

The records document planned work and its agreements; they do not establish completion or household service dates.

Sources: Dodge County Board of Supervisors, May 22, 2019 proceedings, pp. 1-2.

2021 | Public-payphone requirement waived

On March 2, the Nebraska Public Service Commission granted WesTel Communications, doing business as
Hooper Telephone Company, a waiver of the public-pay-station requirement. The company reported three
stations with no in-box coin collections during the preceding six years and high maintenance costs.

The order permitted the company to stop maintaining the stations. It does not identify their street addresses or actual removal
dates; no coin collections does not establish that no calls occurred.

Sources: Nebraska Public Service Commission, C-5203, March 2, 2021, pp. 1-2.

The documented 1901 founding supports 125 years in 2026.

https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://dodgecounty.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Agenda/2019/20190605/4.pdf
https://www.nebraska.gov/psc/orders/telecom/2021-03-02%20C-5203%20Order%20Granting%20Application.pdf
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101 North Elm Street | the office

The signed Hooper Telephone building in the 2026
community history. The photograph is undated. Its
appearance matches the company property and Google's
101 North Elm location. The source image is small and is
reproduced at modest size.

Hooper, Nebraska, 1976-2026: The Last 50 Years (2026), p.26.
Photographer uncredited.

The federal directory dated October 12, 1999 names Dave
Nilles and gives 101 North Elm Street, P.O. Box 47, Hooper.
This excerpt is from printed p. 132 / PDF p. 136. The
identical directory page is repeated at printed p. 196 / PDF p.
200.

U.S. Government Printing Office, House hearing Serial 106-41,
printed p. 132 / PDF p. 136.

How the address is established

The December 24, 1996 Fremont Tribune recruitment advertisement gives the street address directly. The
federal directory independently records the same address. Google Maps labels the matching signed office 101 N
Elm St. The county identifies the property as Hooper Telephone Company's North Elm parcel, but its address
field omits the house number; the number is supported by the other sources.

Sources: Bookkeeper/Customer Service Representative recruitment advertisement; Hearing on Department of Defense's Contract Bundling
Policy - company agreement directory appendix; Dodge County assessor: Hooper Telephone Company North Elm Street parcel; Google Maps
place record and Street View: 101 N Elm St, Hooper.

The county records a one-story, 1,519-square-foot office built in 1963. This agrees with the timing of the
documented 1962-1963 dial-conversion project. A property-card construction year is not a building permit or an
exact opening date.

Sources: Dodge County assessor: Hooper Telephone Company North Elm Street parcel; The Hooper Sentinel, March 29, 1962, p. 1; The
Hooper Sentinel, November 21, 1963, p. 1.

The 1996 federal agreement date printed in the directory is a contract date, not the date this office opened. The two directory
reproductions are duplicate evidence, not two independent sources.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-106hhrg65422/pdf/CHRG-106hhrg65422.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-106hhrg65422/pdf/CHRG-106hhrg65422.pdf
https://www.newspapers.com/image/523152204/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-106hhrg65422/pdf/CHRG-106hhrg65422.pdf#page=136
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-106hhrg65422/pdf/CHRG-106hhrg65422.pdf#page=136
https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=8280
https://www.google.com/maps/place/101+N+Elm+St,+Hooper,+NE+68031/@41.6103867,-96.5477889,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x87917af9e857eaaf:0x6038f313983fec2b!8m2!3d41.6104593!4d-96.5455403!16s%2Fg%2F11c4r7hsvy
https://www.google.com/maps/place/101+N+Elm+St,+Hooper,+NE+68031/@41.6103867,-96.5477889,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x87917af9e857eaaf:0x6038f313983fec2b!8m2!3d41.6104593!4d-96.5455403!16s%2Fg%2F11c4r7hsvy
https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=8280
https://scribner.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=hooper_sentinel_usa_nebraska_hooper_19620329_english_1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707577582/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707577582/
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101 North Elm Street | location and views

Google Maps marks101 North Elm Street on the west side of North Elm Street, just north of East Fulton Street. Map captured
October 15, 2026.

Google Maps. Map data ©2026 Google; original logo and attribution retained in image.

Open the dated exterior photographs

July 2012 - Google Street View - a telephone booth is visible beside the front steps.

September 2021 - Google Street View

July 2024 - Google Street View

These are image-capture dates shown by Google, not evidence of staffed office hours. Street View is linked rather than reproduced
because Google restricts its use in print and offline documents. The map above retains its provider attribution.

Sources: Google Maps place record and Street View: 101 N Elm St, Hooper; Google Geo Guidelines: Maps and Street View reuse.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/101+N+Elm+St,+Hooper,+NE+68031/@41.6103867,-96.5477889,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x87917af9e857eaaf:0x6038f313983fec2b!8m2!3d41.6104593!4d-96.5455403!16s%2Fg%2F11c4r7hsvy
https://www.google.com/maps/@?api=1&map_action=pano&pano=NPZM2mPMVEgcIz9eZJKK-A
https://www.google.com/maps/@?api=1&map_action=pano&pano=2AhDjPUAjlTsRzuujHxiVw
https://www.google.com/maps/@?api=1&map_action=pano&pano=_DewKnU7EC763bj9mR-U2Q
https://www.google.com/maps/place/101+N+Elm+St,+Hooper,+NE+68031/@41.6103867,-96.5477889,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x87917af9e857eaaf:0x6038f313983fec2b!8m2!3d41.6104593!4d-96.5455403!16s%2Fg%2F11c4r7hsvy
https://about.google/brand-resource-center/products-and-services/geo-guidelines/
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Company property | Hooper and Uehling
North Elm office and shop

County parcel 270136061 comprises lots 9-10, block 13, Hooper First Addition. Its property card shows two
separate buildings: the 1963 office, 1,519 square feet, and a 1978 shop, 2,000 square feet. Two photographs
dated October 25, 2022 show the brick office and metal shop. The shop is not the original office.

Sources: Dodge County assessor: Hooper Telephone Company North Elm Street parcel; Dodge County parcel map: 270136061.

214 Fifth Street, Uehling

County parcel 270135948 identifies Hooper Telephone Company at 214 Fifth Street, Uehling. Its photograph is
dated March 31, 2010. This is useful visual evidence of a company property in the second exchange town; it is
not a picture of the North Elm office.

Sources: Dodge County assessor: Hooper Telephone Company, 214 Fifth Street, Uehling.

WesTel tower improvements

County parcel 270138692 associates WesTel Systems with communications-tower improvements on City of
Hooper property. The record's photograph is stamped October 3, 2019. A street address has not been
established; it is not labeled as 101 North Elm.

Sources: Dodge County assessor: WesTel Systems tower improvements on city property.

The source links open the county records and photographs. The provider's terms do not establish redistribution permission for
those photographs, so the research packet preserves their location, dates and citations without embedding them.

The office closure and the buildings are separate records

Nilles's written recollection establishes 1999 as the office-closing year. Company signs, communications
equipment and county ownership document the property's continuing association with the company; they do not
demonstrate that a staffed customer office remained open. The email does not provide an exact closing day or
the dates when individual employees last worked at the site.

Sources: David (Dave) Nilles, email to Melissa Lanzourakis, October 20, 2026; forwarded to Celebrate Hooper the same day; Dodge County
assessor: Hooper Telephone Company North Elm Street parcel.

https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=8280
https://maps.camavision.com/dodgene?pin=270136061
https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=8391
https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=3584
https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=8280
https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=8280
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The first offices | Main and Fulton
1901: C. Hoffman's restaurant and bakery

The April 18, 1901 Sentinel directly identifies C. Hoffman's restaurant as the central office. His 1899 construction
reports, a January 1901 business profile and the 1899/1904 Sanborn comparison point to original block 1, lot 12,
now 106 North Main Street. The modern address comes from the parcel record. The exact room or floor remains
unknown. See Appendix A, pp. 3-6 and 12-13.

Main Street in Hooper, documented by Janet Jeffries Spencer for the 1980 National Register nomination.

Janet Jeffries Spencer, Hooper Historic District National Register photograph 9, reverse dated February 29, 1980.

This 1980 streetscape relates the surviving commercial block to the map evidence. It does not, by itself, prove Hoffman's
occupancy. The historic survey identifies the double storefront and the First National Bank building.

1902: the room formerly used by Hecker & Son

The October 30, 1902 Sentinel reported that Hoffman wanted to give up the central-office contract because the
work had outgrown his room and time. M. E. Shipley would take charge in a room formerly used by Hecker & Son
as a restaurant. The paper reported growth from about 50 to 130 telephones. See Appendix A, p. 5.

https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/NRHP/80002445_photos
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The grocery and the bank | different buildings

The centennial history identifies the rear of this frame grocery
as a Hooper Telephone Company office. The photograph is
undated.

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976 (1976), p.42. Photographer
uncredited.

J. Sanders Groceries in a photograph the centennial history
dates to 1912. Its façade corresponds to the frame grocery
pictured on the telephone-company page; that match is a
visual comparison.

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976 (1976), p.56. Photographer
uncredited.

The 1976 history identifies a telephone office at the rear of the frame grocery. Its separate Sanders photograph is
captioned 1912. The matching facade supports a visual comparison; the source does not explicitly
cross-reference the two photographs.

First National Bank of Hooper's new building, pictured in 1914 according to the centennial history. The book separately records
purchase of the corner lot from the W. C. Hecker estate.

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976 (1976), pp.69-70. Photographer uncredited.

The book records the bank's planned corner building on a lot purchased from the W. C. Hecker estate, with an open house May 27,
1914. The 1916 Sanborn map explicitly places a telephone exchange immediately east of the bank, facing Fulton. This does not
show that the exchange occupied the bank itself. The fate of the wooden grocery remains unverified. See Appendix A, pp. 7-9.

https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
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The company at work

Hooper Telephone Company switchboard operators Twila Linstadt and Alta Miller in 1955, as identified by the centennial
history.

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976 (1976), p.42. Photographer uncredited.

This photograph identifies Twila Linstadt and Alta Miller at the switchboard in 1955. It must not be used as a
photograph of the 1944 flood operators or the 1963 dial conversion.

An earlier cable crew

The Nebraska State Historical Society's cable-laying image on the cover explicitly identifies Hooper Telephone
Company, but does not name the men or give an exact date. The 1976 history reproduces a different exposure of
the same scene; that companion appears in Appendix A, p. 18. Neither photograph has been tied to a specific
construction year.

Sources: Men laying cable for Hooper Telephone Co.; Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976.

A precise lead for additional construction photographs

The 1943 state commission report, Application 15650, printed p. 320, refers to reconstruction photographs in the
underlying case evidence. Those images are not reproduced in the published report and have not been obtained.
The reference gives a specific record to seek, rather than an assumption that no photographs exist.

Sources: Nebraska State Railway Commission, Thirty-Sixth Annual Report (1943), printed p.320.

https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_7bb79dca-1b72-44ec-b465-1e8c0da4d7fe/
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/PublicDocuments/Railway_Commission/36th_Thirty-Sixth_Annual_Report_Nebraska_State_Railway_Commission_1943.pdf#page=334
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People | M. E. Shipley

Marion Eugene Shipley in the 1915 Nebraska Blue Book,
which identified him as manager and director of Hooper
Telephone Company. The photograph itself is undated.

Nebraska Blue Book (1915), p.454; scan hosted by Nebraska
government documents collection. Photographer uncredited.

Marion E. Shipley in the 1921 county history, which
describes his work managing Hooper Telephone Company.

William H. Buss and Thomas T. Osterman, History of Dodge and
Washington Counties, Nebraska (1921), vol.II, portrait plate between
pp.692-693; biography pp.693-694.

The 1915 Nebraska Blue Book identifies Marion Eugene Shipley as manager and director of Hooper Telephone
Company. The 1921 county history also describes his telephone-company management. Publication years place
the photographs no later than those publications; neither source gives the exposure date.

M. E. Shipley, undated portrait reproduced in Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, p.42.

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, printed p.42. Photographer uncredited.

The undated portrait reproduced in 1976 is a third image. Its date relative to the other photographs has not been established.

https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/legisbios/leg1915.pdf#page=58
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/legisbios/leg1915.pdf#page=58
https://archive.org/details/historyofdodgewa02buss
https://archive.org/details/historyofdodgewa02buss
https://archive.org/details/historyofdodgewa02buss
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
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People | founders and early business connections

J. Howard Heine, pictured in Progressive Men of Nebraska:
Dodge County Edition (1902), p.122. The photograph's
exposure date is not stated.

Daniel M. Carr, ed., Progressive Men of Nebraska: Dodge County
Edition (1902), p.122; Internet Archive scan. Photographer
uncredited.

Bernard Monnich, pictured in Progressive Men of Nebraska:
Dodge County Edition (1902), p.60. The photograph's
exposure date is not stated.

Daniel M. Carr, ed., Progressive Men of Nebraska: Dodge County
Edition (1902), p.60; Internet Archive scan. Photographer
uncredited.

Jeremiah Denslow, pictured in Progressive Men of Nebraska:
Dodge County Edition (1902), p.58. The photograph's
exposure date is not stated.

Daniel M. Carr, ed., Progressive Men of Nebraska: Dodge County
Edition (1902), p.58; Internet Archive scan. Photographer
uncredited.

A. M. Tillman, pictured in Progressive Men of Nebraska:
Dodge County Edition (1902), p.127. The photograph's
exposure date is not stated.

Daniel M. Carr, ed., Progressive Men of Nebraska: Dodge County
Edition (1902), p.127; Internet Archive scan. Photographer
uncredited.

These portraits were published in Daniel M. Carr's 1902 Dodge County volume. The 1901 organization report names Heine,
Monnich and Denslow among the company's early leadership; the 1899 construction notices connect Tillman's adjacent project with
Hoffman's building. These are documented business connections, not photographs of employees at work.

The contemporary February 1901 report identifies T. W. Lyman as president. A later centennial account names E. O. Spielberg; the
contemporary organization report takes precedence for the initial election. No verified portrait of this T. W. Lyman was added. See
Appendix A, p. 2.

https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr


Celebrate Hooper | Expanded source packet | October 20, 2026 16

People | Hecker and the Daubendieks

William C. Hecker, pictured in Progressive Men of Nebraska:
Dodge County Edition (1902), p.122. The photograph's
exposure date is not stated.

Daniel M. Carr, ed., Progressive Men of Nebraska: Dodge County
Edition (1902), p.122; Internet Archive scan. Photographer
uncredited.

W. H. Daubendiek portrait, reproduced in Centennial History
of Hooper, 1876-1976, printed p.42. Photograph undated.

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, printed p.42.
Photographer uncredited.

William C. Hecker

Hecker's portrait supplies context for the grocery and property associated with the second office. It is not
evidence that he was a telephone-company employee. The newspaper, maps and later property history must be
read together; the exact Hecker-to-Sanders business-sale year remains disputed between the later accounts.
See Appendix A, pp. 5, 7-9.

W. H. and Frederick W. were different people

The portrait at right is W. H. Daubendiek, whose controlling-share acquisition is documented in the 1943
commission record. Frederick W. Daubendiek was his nephew. A 1991 obituary reports that Frederick became
West Iowa secretary-treasurer in 1942 and general manager of both West Iowa and Hooper Telephone in 1947; it
reports his resignation as West Iowa general manager in 1973. The centennial history instead places his
appointment after W. H.'s death in 1948. That 1947/1948 disagreement remains unresolved. No verified
photograph of Frederick accompanies the obituary.

Sources: Nebraska State Railway Commission, Thirty-Sixth Annual Report (1943), pp. 312-321; Rites Sept. 12 for F. W. Daubendiek -
Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 1.

The old portrait caption in Appendix A appears to associate W. H. with Hooper Telephone in 1899. That date is not adopted here:
the contemporary company-organization records establish 1901.

https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/PublicDocuments/Railway_Commission/36th_Thirty-Sixth_Annual_Report_Nebraska_State_Railway_Commission_1943.pdf#page=329
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19910919_english_1&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19910919_english_1&cid=3301
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Hooper streets | the commercial setting

Elevated Main Street view, Hooper, Nebraska. Undated postcard in the Nebraska State Historical Society collection.

Nebraska State Historical Society, RG3347.PH000003-000017. Photo by Johnson, as written on print.

Main Street with rows of utility poles, Hooper, Nebraska. Undated postcard in the Nebraska State Historical Society collection.

Nebraska State Historical Society, RG3347.PH000003-000040. Photographer uncredited.

These are contextual town photographs. The archive identifies Hooper, but the date and ownership of individual poles or wires are
not established. They do not identify a telephone office without additional map or building evidence.

https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_c9397945-81cc-4bb3-82c7-00755f294428/
https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_8cc13396-44f2-4ba5-9a17-ccfd0d9b3263/
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Hooper streets | Main Street views

Main Street, postcard No. A, Hooper, Nebraska. Undated postcard in the Nebraska State Historical Society collection.

Nebraska State Historical Society, RG3347.PH000003-000015. Photographer uncredited.

West side of Main Street, postcard No. C, Hooper, Nebraska. Undated postcard in the Nebraska State Historical Society
collection.

Nebraska State Historical Society, RG3347.PH000003-000018. Photographer uncredited.

These are contextual town photographs. The archive identifies Hooper, but the date and ownership of individual poles or wires are
not established. They do not identify a telephone office without additional map or building evidence.

https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_13caf854-4c0f-432c-b791-9f4d4bd6195e/
https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_e9a6f53e-ed8c-4704-8bbf-1aa502f659a6/
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Hooper streets | west-side detail

West-side street scene, postcard No. 58, Hooper, Nebraska. Undated postcard in the Nebraska State Historical Society
collection.

Nebraska State Historical Society, RG3347.PH000003-000021. Photographer uncredited.

This fifth archival street view is retained because it provides another angle on the town's business district. It is not
counted as a directly identified telephone-company scene.

Locating the earlier exchange on maps

The 1904 Sanborn label at the rear of the grocery literally reads "Telegraph Exc." The 1916 map explicitly reads
"Telephone Exchange" east of the bank. The original wording and the historical map numbers are preserved in
Appendix A, p. 7. Historic map numbers should not be treated as present street addresses.

Sources: Library of Congress, Sanborn maps of Hooper, Nebraska.

https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_29a4dded-d157-4fbf-a8bc-40eb1c775cc1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn05200_003/
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West Iowa, Hooper and WesTel | the relationship
1943: controlling interest

The commission record says Hooper's shareholders agreed to sell a majority of outstanding shares to W. H.
Daubendiek and that he held that majority. Later West Iowa histories describe the Hooper purchase. This
supports the ownership connection; it does not establish a transfer of every share or a merger of the legal
companies. The $20,000 reconstruction fund mentioned in the proceeding was company money and securities,
not a stated purchase price.

Sources: Nebraska State Railway Commission, Thirty-Sixth Annual Report (1943), pp. 312-321; Peter Eulberg, The History of the Telephone
Co. of Remsen - Bell-Enterprise, p. 4.

1997-1999: staff move to Remsen

A July 24, 1997 report says Ron Henrich moved to Remsen in April after more than 35 years in Hooper. A
December 16, 1999 report says Dave Nilles had recently transferred after 21 years in Hooper. It describes his
earlier work as bookkeeper and then office manager. Nilles separately confirmed in his October 20, 2026 email
that the Hooper office closed in 1999. Melissa Lanzourakis forwarded his original message to Celebrate Hooper
that day.

Sources: West Iowa hires new plant manager - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 1; Nilles transfers to Remsen office of West Iowa Telephone
Company - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 1; David (Dave) Nilles, email to Melissa Lanzourakis, October 20, 2026; forwarded to Celebrate Hooper
the same day.

2001: a common brand

The July 19 announcement names West Iowa Telephone and MidlandsNet and gives August 1 as the
name-change date. It expressly preserves each business's ownership and legal structure. WesTel's company
history includes Hooper in the common 2001 brand, and Hooper's own rate sheet uses "d/b/a WesTel Systems."
The strongest description is shared branding, not a 2001 legal merger.

Sources: Company changes name - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 1; About WesTel Systems; Nebraska Independent Telephone Association
Access Service Catalog - Rate List for Hooper Telephone Company, d/b/a WesTel Systems.

https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/PublicDocuments/Railway_Commission/36th_Thirty-Sixth_Annual_Report_Nebraska_State_Railway_Commission_1943.pdf#page=329
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19590226_english_4&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19590226_english_4&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19970724_english_1&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19991216_english_1&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19991216_english_1&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&d=01012000-12312002&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20010719_english_1&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://psc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Hooper%20Telephone%20Company%2C%20dba%20WesTel%20Systems_0.pdf#page=21
https://psc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Hooper%20Telephone%20Company%2C%20dba%20WesTel%20Systems_0.pdf#page=21
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WesTel photographs | Remsen staff, 2023

WesTel employees at a Remsen Chamber Coffee, June 2, 2023.

Contributed photograph, Remsen Bell-Enterprise, June 8, 2023, p. 10

This photograph documents WesTel staff at a Remsen Chamber Coffee on June 2, 2023, reported June 8. It is
company context from Iowa, not a staff photograph taken in Hooper.

The source caption identifies Mike Nelson, Derek Gengler, Dan Block, Scott Goeken, Chris Sonnichsen, Pam Ades, Mollie Klein,
Robin Jenness, Scott Lewis and Kristine Mohning.

The article concerns Remsen's Smart Rural Community recognition and investment there. Its local investment figures should not be
reassigned to Hooper. The newspaper's original caption preserves the staff names for further identification.

Sources: WesTel Systems: City of Remsen receives SRC plaque - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 10.

Management in 2024

Kristine Mohning, pictured with the 2024 announcement of her appointment as WesTel general manager, effective August 5.

Remsen Bell-Enterprise, June 6, 2024, p. 3; photographer uncredited

The June 6, 2024 announcement gives August 5, 2024 as the effective date for Kristine Mohning's appointment as general
manager. The publication date and appointment date are different.

https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell-enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20230608_english_10&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell-enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20230608_english_10&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell-enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20240606_english_3&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
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WesTel photographs | community recognition

WesTel operations manager Robin Jenness reads the
company's nomination at Remsen's January 2022 awards
dinner.

Megan Sabin / Remsen Bell-Enterprise, January 20, 2022, p. 10

Chief financial officer Mike Nelson speaks after WesTel
received Remsen's Business of the Year honor in January
2022.

Megan Sabin / Remsen Bell-Enterprise, January 20, 2022, p. 10

The January 2022 Remsen event honored WesTel as the 2021 Business of the Year. Robin Jenness read the
nomination and Mike Nelson spoke after the award. KLEM's January 11 report places the banquet on the
previous evening, January 10, at the Golden Pheasant in Remsen.

Sources: Chamber Dinner: Winners include Ken and Michelle Wurth, WesTel Systems - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 10; KLEM, Wurth's
Awarded Remsen's Citizens Of The Year Honor.

Additional photo lead

KLEM's report captions a WesTel employee group and award photographs. Its linked image files were unavailable when checked
on October 15, 2026. The newspaper photographs above are the verified images retained in this packet.

https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20220120_english_10&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20220120_english_10&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20220120_english_10&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://klem1410.com/2022/01/11/wurths-awarded-remsens-citizens-of-the-year-honor/
https://klem1410.com/2022/01/11/wurths-awarded-remsens-citizens-of-the-year-honor/
https://klem1410.com/2022/01/11/wurths-awarded-remsens-citizens-of-the-year-honor/
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WesTel's continuing Hooper connection
Local service notices

WesTel issued television-service notices explicitly titled for Hooper and Uehling rural customers, effective
January 1, 2024 and January 1, 2025. They document local IPTV offerings at those dates. They do not establish
when cable television or IPTV first arrived in Hooper. Obsolete package prices are not carried into this history.

Sources: WesTel IPTV Customer Formal Notice - Hooper & Uehling Rural 2024; WesTel IPTV Customer Formal Notice - Hooper & Uehling
Rural 2025.

Community involvement

The company's public community list names Hooper's Fourth of July celebration, Area Community Foundation,
Car Show, Fire Department and Fun Run, as well as Logan View school organizations and Uehling groups. It
demonstrates a stated community connection but supplies no donation amounts or dates for those entries.

Sources: WesTel Systems, Community Involvement.

Company-wide milestones need local confirmation

WesTel's retrospective history dates cable television to 1995, internet to 1996 and its fiber-to-the-home transition
to 2011. Those milestones cannot automatically be treated as Hooper's local launch dates. The 1999 Fremont
Tribune instead dates internet within Hooper's customer territory to 1995. The discrepancy is preserved in the
timeline.

Sources: About WesTel Systems; MidlandsNet creates local web link.

Iowa origins: a date to keep qualified

Company officer Peter Eulberg's 1959 retrospective dates the West Iowa name to January 1, 1928. The current
corporate timeline includes the name in its 1926 milestone. The sources have not been reconciled. Neither date
changes Hooper Telephone's independently documented 1901 organization.

Sources: Peter Eulberg, The History of the Telephone Co. of Remsen - Bell-Enterprise, p. 4; About WesTel Systems; The Hooper Sentinel,
February 28, 1901, p. 5.

https://www.westelsystems.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/IPTV-Customer-Formal-Notice-Hooper-Uehling-Rural-2024.pdf
https://www.westelsystems.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/IPTV-Customer-Formal-Notice-Hooper-Uehling-Rural-2025.pdf
https://www.westelsystems.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/IPTV-Customer-Formal-Notice-Hooper-Uehling-Rural-2025.pdf
https://www.westelsystems.com/about/community-involvement/
https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/522927559/
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19590226_english_4&cid=3301
https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913607/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913607/
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Newspaper evidence | branding and staff

A July 19, 2001 company announcement set August 1 as the effective date for West Iowa and MidlandsNet to use the common
WesTel name. The full report says ownership and legal structures would not change.

Sources: Company changes name - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 1.

The December 16, 1999 report documents Dave Nilles's transfer to Remsen after twenty-one years in Hooper. It does not itself
announce the office closing. Nilles separately confirmed the 1999 closure in his October 20, 2026 email, cited in the timeline.

Sources: Nilles transfers to Remsen office of West Iowa Telephone Company - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 1.

Brief original excerpts are shown for readability. Use the linked newspaper page to read the complete report in context.

https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&d=01012000-12312002&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20010719_english_1&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19991216_english_1&cid=3301
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Newspaper evidence | dial service and internet

The March 29, 1962 report announced a dial-system project with an estimated $145,000 additional investment. That figure is a
contemporary estimate, not a verified final cost.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, March 29, 1962, p. 1.

Kurt Johnson's January 12, 1999 business report dates Internet service within Hooper Telephone's own customer territory to
1995. This local statement is more specific than the later corporate timeline's 1996 milestone.

Sources: MidlandsNet creates local web link.

Brief original excerpts are shown for readability. Use the linked newspaper page to read the complete report in context.

https://scribner.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=hooper_sentinel_usa_nebraska_hooper_19620329_english_1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/522927559/
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Newspaper evidence | Frederick W. Daubendiek

Frederick W. Daubendiek's obituary appeared September 19, 1991. The headline's September 12 refers to funeral services;
the article reports his death on September 7. It distinguishes him from his uncle W. H. Daubendiek.

Sources: Rites Sept. 12 for F. W. Daubendiek - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 1.

What the obituary adds

The obituary identifies Frederick as W. H. Daubendiek's nephew. It reports his move to Remsen as West Iowa
secretary-treasurer in 1942 and his election as general manager of both West Iowa and Hooper Telephone in
1947. It reports his resignation as West Iowa general manager in 1973 and continued election as vice president.
The centennial account instead places his appointment after W. H.'s death in 1948; the difference has not been
resolved. This is a retrospective biographical account, not an image of the 1943 ownership transfer.

Brief original excerpts are shown for readability. Use the linked newspaper page to read the complete report in context.

https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19910919_english_1&cid=3301
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What remains to be confirmed
Records of the 1999 office transition

Former office manager Dave Nilles has confirmed the closing year. Contemporary company records could add
the precise closing date, how customer-service arrangements changed and which functions remained at the
North Elm property. Those details are not supplied by his brief email.

The early buildings

Hoffman's precise telephone room is not established. The fate of the frame grocery is unknown. The bank and
the rear exchange are distinct structures on the 1916 map. The 1900/1902 Sanders purchase discrepancy should
remain qualified.

Missing photographs

The underlying 1943 commission proceeding is a specific lead for reconstruction photographs. Dated interior
views of the Elm office, the 1963 cutover and identified Hooper crews would add evidence beyond the existing
exterior views. No same-name portrait has been treated as the operator Alta Miller without identity confirmation.

Local technology dates

The start of local cable television, the 1995/1996 internet discrepancy and the date of fiber installation in Hooper
still need company records or contemporary local reporting.

Sources: David (Dave) Nilles, email to Melissa Lanzourakis, October 20, 2026; forwarded to Celebrate Hooper the same day.

Additional names, dates, photographs or corrections can be sent to Lexis Jindra at hello@jindrawebdev.com for the Hooper History
Database. Please retain the original source and identify whether a date is an exposure date, publication date or later recollection.
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Photograph and source notes
This packet combines newly located material with images found in earlier research but missing from the original
source packet. It does not describe every image as a new discovery. The original 23-page packet is retained as
Appendix A so its early newspaper clippings, maps, centennial pages and commission records remain available.

Image handling

Images are reproduced from original scans or extracted source photographs. The report uses proportionate
sizing and normal document compression. It does not reconstruct faces, invent lettering, colorize historical
scenes or create synthetic historical photographs. Newspaper excerpts retain their original printed appearance.

Credits and reuse

Historical Society images retain collection identifiers. User-provided history books are cited by title and page; the
full 2026 history book is not included. Current county photographs and Street View panoramas remain linked
where provider terms restrict redistribution. Modern newspaper photographs carry their original
publication/photographer credit. Inclusion in this research compilation does not establish a general license for a
public website, promotional video or other republication.

Register and original records

The following register lists the sources cited in the expanded section. Appendix A carries its own citations. Printed
and PDF-viewer page numbers are distinguished where they differ. Public archive access and Newspapers.com
are alternative ways of locating newspaper issues; subscription access is not required for the public Remsen
archive.
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Source register
About WesTel Systems
Undated company history; checked October 13, 2026

Bookkeeper/Customer Service Representative recruitment advertisement
1996-12-24

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976
Hooper Mrs. Jaycees / Hooper Centennial-Bicentennial Committee, May 1976. Selected excerpts in Appendix A.

Chamber Dinner: Winners include Ken and Michelle Wurth, WesTel Systems - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 10
January 20, 2022

Company changes name - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 1
July 19, 2001

Daniel M. Carr, ed., Progressive Men of Nebraska: A Book of Portraits, Dodge County Edition

David (Dave) Nilles, email to Melissa Lanzourakis, October 20, 2026; forwarded to Celebrate Hooper the same day
2026-10-20
Former Hooper office manager David Nilles wrote: "The Hooper office was closed in 1999." Original forwarded message reviewed October 20,
2026. This retrospective firsthand account establishes the year; it does not supply a month or day. Correspondence retained in the research
file; private contact details are not reproduced.

Department of Defense's Contract Bundling Policy - House Committee on Small Business, Serial 106-41, printed p. 196 (PDF p. 200)
Hearing November 4, 1999; GPO publication 2000; incorporated directory dated October 12, 1999
Directory page A-033 appears twice: printed pp. 132 and 196; PDF pp. 136 and 200.

Dodge County assessor: Hooper Telephone Company North Elm Street parcel

Dodge County assessor: Hooper Telephone Company, 214 Fifth Street, Uehling

Dodge County assessor: WesTel Systems tower improvements on city property

Dodge County Board of Supervisors, May 22, 2019 proceedings, pp. 1-2

Dodge County parcel map: 270136061

Elevated Main Street view

Google Geo Guidelines: Maps and Street View reuse

Google Maps place record and Street View: 101 N Elm St, Hooper

Hearing on Department of Defense's Contract Bundling Policy - company agreement directory appendix
1999-10-12

History of Dodge and Washington Counties, Nebraska (1921), vol.II

Hooper Historic District, National Register photographs

Hooper, Nebraska, 1976-2026: The Last 50 Years
User-provided community history, p. 26. Full book kept private.

KLEM, Wurth's Awarded Remsen's Citizens Of The Year Honor
January 11, 2022; banquet previous evening, January 10

Kristine Mohning promoted to General Manager of WesTel Systems - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 3
June 6, 2024; announced promotion effective August 5, 2024

Library of Congress, Sanborn maps of Hooper, Nebraska

Main Street with rows of utility poles

Main Street, postcard No. A

Men laying cable for Hooper Telephone Co.

https://www.westelsystems.com/about/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/523152204/
https://celebratehooper.com/images/blog/telephone-origins/hooper-telephone-source-packet.pdf#page=18
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20220120_english_10&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&d=01012000-12312002&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20010719_english_1&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://archive.org/details/progressivemenof01carr
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-106hhrg65422/pdf/CHRG-106hhrg65422.pdf
https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=8280
https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=8391
https://dodge.nebraskaassessors.com/parcel.php?gid=3584
https://dodgecounty.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Agenda/2019/20190605/4.pdf
https://maps.camavision.com/dodgene?pin=270136061
https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_c9397945-81cc-4bb3-82c7-00755f294428/
https://about.google/brand-resource-center/products-and-services/geo-guidelines/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/101+N+Elm+St,+Hooper,+NE+68031/@41.6103867,-96.5477889,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x87917af9e857eaaf:0x6038f313983fec2b!8m2!3d41.6104593!4d-96.5455403!16s%2Fg%2F11c4r7hsvy
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-106hhrg65422/pdf/CHRG-106hhrg65422.pdf#page=136
https://archive.org/details/historyofdodgewa02buss
https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/NRHP/80002445_photos
https://klem1410.com/2022/01/11/wurths-awarded-remsens-citizens-of-the-year-honor/
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell-enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20240606_english_3&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn05200_003/
https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_8cc13396-44f2-4ba5-9a17-ccfd0d9b3263/
https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_13caf854-4c0f-432c-b791-9f4d4bd6195e/
https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_7bb79dca-1b72-44ec-b465-1e8c0da4d7fe/
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MidlandsNet creates local web link
1999-01-12

Nebraska Blue Book (1915), p.454

Nebraska Independent Telephone Association Access Service Catalog - Rate List for Hooper Telephone Company, d/b/a WesTel
Systems
2001-12-20

Nebraska Public Service Commission, C-5203, March 2, 2021

Nebraska Secretary of State, biennial report, 1902

Nebraska State Railway Commission, Eighth Annual Report (1915), pp. 245-246

Nebraska State Railway Commission, Thirty-Sixth Annual Report (1943), pp. 312-321

Nebraska State Railway Commission, Thirty-Sixth Annual Report (1943), printed p.320

Nilles transfers to Remsen office of West Iowa Telephone Company
1999-12-16

Peter Eulberg, The History of the Telephone Co. of Remsen - Bell-Enterprise, p. 4
February 26, 1959

Rites Sept. 12 for F. W. Daubendiek - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 1
September 19, 1991

The Hooper Sentinel, December 2, 1965, p. 1

The Hooper Sentinel, February 28, 1901, p. 5

The Hooper Sentinel, July 18, 1901, p. 8

The Hooper Sentinel, June 22, 1944, p. 1

The Hooper Sentinel, March 29, 1962, p. 1

The Hooper Sentinel, November 21, 1963, p. 1

The Hooper Sentinel, October 30, 1902, p. 5

West Iowa hires new plant manager
1997-07-24

West side of Main Street, postcard No. C

West-side street scene, postcard No. 58

WesTel IPTV Customer Formal Notice - Hooper & Uehling Rural 2024
Effective January 1, 2024

WesTel IPTV Customer Formal Notice - Hooper & Uehling Rural 2025
Effective January 1, 2025

WesTel Systems, Community Involvement
Undated; checked October 15, 2026

WesTel Systems: City of Remsen receives SRC plaque - Remsen Bell-Enterprise, p. 10
June 8, 2023; Chamber Coffee held June 2, 2023

https://www.newspapers.com/image/522927559/
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/legisbios/leg1915.pdf#page=58
https://psc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Hooper%20Telephone%20Company%2C%20dba%20WesTel%20Systems_0.pdf#page=21
https://psc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Hooper%20Telephone%20Company%2C%20dba%20WesTel%20Systems_0.pdf#page=21
https://www.nebraska.gov/psc/orders/telecom/2021-03-02%20C-5203%20Order%20Granting%20Application.pdf
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/epubs/S1000/A001-1902.pdf#page=33
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/PublicDocuments/Railway_Commission/8th_Eighth_Annual_Report_Nebraska_State_Railway_Commission_1915.pdf#page=242
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/PublicDocuments/Railway_Commission/36th_Thirty-Sixth_Annual_Report_Nebraska_State_Railway_Commission_1943.pdf#page=329
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/PublicDocuments/Railway_Commission/36th_Thirty-Sixth_Annual_Report_Nebraska_State_Railway_Commission_1943.pdf#page=334
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19991216_english_1&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19590226_english_4&cid=3301
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19910919_english_1&cid=3301
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707581232/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913607/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706914183/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707497797/
https://scribner.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=hooper_sentinel_usa_nebraska_hooper_19620329_english_1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707577582/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706917265/
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?fn=remsen_bell_enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_19970724_english_1&cid=3301
https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_e9a6f53e-ed8c-4704-8bbf-1aa502f659a6/
https://nebraska.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_29a4dded-d157-4fbf-a8bc-40eb1c775cc1/
https://www.westelsystems.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/IPTV-Customer-Formal-Notice-Hooper-Uehling-Rural-2024.pdf
https://www.westelsystems.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/IPTV-Customer-Formal-Notice-Hooper-Uehling-Rural-2025.pdf
https://www.westelsystems.com/about/community-involvement/
https://remsen.advantage-preservation.com/viewer/?k=westel&i=f&m=between&ord=k1&fn=remsen_bell-enterprise_usa_iowa_remsen_20230608_english_10&df=1&dt=10&cid=3301


Celebrate Hooper | Expanded source packet | October 20, 2026 31

Appendix A | the original source packet
The next 23 pages preserve the original October 13, 2026 compilation. Its page numbers restart at 01. Use those
appendix numbers when following references from this expanded section.

Appendix pp. 1: Original guide

Appendix pp. 2-5: Organization, Hoffman business profile, construction and 1902 move

Appendix pp. 6-7: Sanborn map comparisons for the first and second offices

Appendix pp. 8-9: Grocery photographs, Hecker property and bank history

Appendix pp. 10: National Register streetscape photograph

Appendix pp. 11-12: Archival inventory and modern 106 North Main parcel record

Appendix pp. 13-16: Operator bids, incorporation, construction and July 1901 connection

Appendix pp. 17: Federal operator record and source-reading notes

Appendix pp. 18-20: Centennial history, printed pages 41-43

Appendix pp. 21-23: Commission interconnection order and historical statistics

The updated timeline and building findings earlier in this edition supply later research. Dates appearing in the original book
reproductions are historical source claims; where the contemporary evidence differs, the expanded timeline explains the distinction.



SOURCE GUIDE

Hooper Telephone Company
Founding, early offices, and the company through the centennial year
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What the contemporary newspaper establishes
The February 28, 1901 issue describes organization meetings and articles specifying March 1 as the start of the corporation's legal existence. April
18 confirms the central office would be in C. Hoffman's restaurant. The October 30, 1902 issue identifies Mr. Hoffman's central-office contract and
announces the move to a room formerly occupied by Hecker & Son as a restaurant.

Where the early buildings were
Hoffman's 1899 construction reports and January 1901 profile closely match the map change at original block 1, lot 12. A county property record
identifies that parcel today as 106 N Main Street, the David Hargens VFW Post #10535 property. This is a strongly supported identification by
combining records; the maps do not name Hoffman. His exact telephone room or floor is not established.

How to read the Hecker evidence
Maps locate the grocery at the northeast corner of Main and Fulton, with an exchange at its rear. A 1916 map explicitly labels the telephone
exchange east of the bank. Retrospective accounts connect the corner property with Hecker and the bank built in 1914. The original wooden
storefront and the later bank are different buildings.

What remains open
Historic 305 Main and current 106 N Main use different numbering. The current address is verified through the parcel record, not by carrying
forward a Sanborn number. The disposition of the wooden grocery building is not established. A 1900/1902 discrepancy in accounts of Sanders
buying Hecker & Son remains unresolved. An archival inventory identifies reports to request; the reports themselves have not yet been read.

Packet contents: pp. 2-5 contemporary newspaper excerpts; pp. 6-7 Sanborn map comparisons; pp. 8-9 retrospective book evidence; p. 10 historic streetscape; p. 11 archival
leads; p. 12 current parcel/address record; pp. 13-16 more 1901 newspaper evidence, including the July connection; p. 17 federal operator record and reading notes; pp. 18-20 full
centennial pages 41-43; pp. 21-23 contemporary commission order and statistics. Source images are reproduced or cropped from the saved originals; newspaper search
highlighting remains as captured.



CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER

Organization reported in February 1901
Higher-magnification captures assembled into one clipping, shown below in reading order with a small overlap.
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Source: The Hooper Sentinel, February 28, 1901, p. 5, "Telephone Meeting." The report describes adoption and amendment of articles, director/officer elections, and a March 1
commencement provision. It is more precise than treating organization and filing as one undifferentiated date.

Open the complete newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913607/


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER

Charlie Hoffman's business profile
The account was published before the telephone company's organization.
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What it establishes
Charles ("Chas.") Hoffman came to Hooper in spring 1892 and
opened a confectionery and bakery. The profile says he built his
larger Main Street premises in 1899.

This provides a contemporary bridge from the named business to
the 1899 construction notices. It does not identify the later
telephone office's exact room or floor.

Source: The Hooper Sentinel, January 3, 1901, p. 9, "Restaurants and Bakeries." Excerpt includes the complete Hoffman paragraph. The bakery's initial 1892 location is not
established by this passage.

Open the complete newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913417/


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPERS

The Hoffman-Tillman construction
Named construction reports tie Hoffman to a new two-story brick building in 1899.
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July 13 reports excavation for Hoffman's two-story brick building and
Tillman's plan to replace his adjoining frame building. July 27 names
Louis Stroh laying the foundation of the Hoffman-Tillman building.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, July 13, 1899, p. 5 (left; excerpt); July 27, 1899, p. 5 (right; complete construction notice). Together with the maps, these strongly support the lot
12/13 building identification. The newspaper excerpts do not themselves print a lot number.

July 13, 1899 newspaper page July 27, 1899 newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706911827/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706911906/


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER

Why the central office moved in 1902
This account identifies the old operator arrangement and the new premises directly.
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The report states:
The number of telephones had increased from about 50 to
130. Mr. Hoffman wanted to give up his central-office contract
as it exceeded his available room and time. General manager
M. E. Shipley would take charge.

The destination was a room formerly occupied by Hecker &
Son as a restaurant. The paper announced that the move
would occur that week, with a brief interruption in service.

That wording is more exact than saying simply "behind
Hecker Grocery."

Source: The Hooper Sentinel, October 30, 1902, p. 5, "In a New Home." Complete article excerpt.

Open the complete newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706917265/


CONTEMPORARY MAPS

Hoffman premises: the map comparison
Original town block 1, lots 12 and 13, on the east side of Main between Fulton and Elk.
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May 1899, sheet 1: Lot 12 is empty; the adjoining lot 13 has a one-story frame
saloon. Other bakeries appear elsewhere on this map, so it does not identify
Hoffman's original 1892 premises.

June 1904, sheet 1: A two-story brick restaurant/bakery is at historic map number
305 Main, lot 12; a saloon occupies lot 13. This matches the 1899 construction
sequence and 1901 business profile. Owner names are absent.

Library of Congress - May 1899 Sanborn map Library of Congress - June 1904 Sanborn map

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4194hm.g052001899/?sp=1
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4194hm.g052001904/?sp=1


CONTEMPORARY MAPS

The Hecker site and the later exchange
Northeast corner of Main and Fulton; original block 1, lot 9. Map numbers are historical.
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June 1904, sheet 1: The corner grocery is at historic 301 Main. At the rear, the
map label reads "Telegraph Exc." That wording is reproduced as printed, without
silently changing it to "telephone."

January 1916, sheet 2: The bank occupies the corner; "Telephone Exchange" is
explicitly shown immediately east, facing Fulton, at historic 202 Fulton. This
confirms the 1916 exchange location.

Library of Congress - June 1904 Sanborn map Library of Congress - January 1916 Sanborn map

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4194hm.g052001904/?sp=1
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4194hm.g052001916/?sp=2


RETROSPECTIVE BOOK / HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Two views of the wooden grocery
Photographs reproduced in the 1976 centennial history; source captions provide different details.
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Printed p. 42: The caption identifies the telephone company's office in the rear. It
gives no photograph date or street address. The company occupied a room; this
does not establish ownership of the whole building.

Printed p. 56: Captioned "J. Sanders Groceries-1912." The distinctive facade
visually matches the p. 42 photograph. That comparison is an identification by
visual evidence, not an explicit cross-reference in the book.

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, Hooper Mrs. Jaycees / Hooper Centennial-Bicentennial Committee, May 1976. User-supplied scans; no public online edition linked.



RETROSPECTIVE LOCAL HISTORY

The Hecker property and the bank
These later accounts help connect the map site to the Hecker name.
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Printed p. 70: Plans on May 1, 1913 for a new one-story First National Bank
building on the corner lot purchased from the W. C. Hecker estate; an open house
on May 27, 1914.

Printed p. 168: Laura McGran recalls a confectionery owned by August Hecker's
father at the southwest corner of the then-present bank. This is a retrospective
recollection, not a deed.

Limits: The records support the Hecker property at the later bank site. They do not establish whether the original wooden grocery was demolished or moved. The book's p. 60
dates Sanders' purchase of the business to 1902; his 1921 biography gives 1900. Neither date should be represented as settled.

Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976, Hooper Mrs. Jaycees / Hooper Centennial-Bicentennial Committee, May 1976. User-supplied scans; no public online edition linked.

Compare Jacob Sanders biography, 1921, volume II, p. 698

https://archive.org/details/historyofdodgewa02buss/page/698/mode/1up


HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPH / OFFICIAL SURVEY

Main Street buildings in the historic survey
A streetscape reference for relating the map evidence to the surviving commercial block at the survey date.
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Source: Hooper Historic District National Register nomination, photograph 9, Janet Jeffries Spencer, Nebraska State Historical Society. Caption reverse stamped February 29,
1980. The view includes survey property DD06-64 (the double storefront) and DD06-37 (First National Bank at right). The photograph alone does not identify Hoffman's occupancy.

National Park Service - photographs, image and caption on PDF pp. 17-18

https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/NRHP/80002445_photos


ARCHIVAL FINDING AID

Specific records to request next
The inventory has been examined. The underlying company reports have not yet been read.
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Box 714, printed p. 61: Hooper Telephone Company annual reports, 1908-1983. Box 751, printed p. 76: Uehling reports, 1910-1912, under Nebraska Telephone ownership; a
1915 Uehling exchange report under Hooper Telephone. This supports ownership by 1915, but does not establish the exact purchase date, price or assets.

Source: Nebraska State Historical Society, RG0009 Public Service Commission, Subgroup Six, Series 3, Annual Reports. The centennial book's 1914 date remains a separate retrospective claim.

Open the complete RG0009 inventory

https://history.nebraska.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/doc_Public-Service-Commission-Nebraska-RG0009.pdf


CURRENT OFFICIAL PROPERTY RECORD

The current address: 106 N Main Street
Original town block 1, lot 12; parcel 270071764. Historic Sanborn number: 305 Main.
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Verified parcel identification: Dodge County lists 106 N Main Street, Hooper, as lot 12, block 1, with David Hargens VFW Post #10535 as the
named owner. This connects the historic lot to a modern address. The address identification is separate from the inference that Hoffman occupied
the bakery shown on the 1904 map.

Date caution: The assessor card lists 1910 as the building year. Contemporary newspaper construction accounts and the historic-district survey support 1899. This packet uses
the assessor record for parcel and address identification, not to establish the construction year.

Source: Dodge County, Nebraska, property record PDF+PIN 046+270071764, generated May 31, 2026, p. 1; construction-year field on p. 2.

Open the county property report

https://reports.camavision.com/rpdf?newcid=NE0027&gid=8170


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER NOTICES

Selecting the first central office
The April notices document the search for an operator and the contract with C. Hoffman.
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April 4: Bids were invited through April 10 for five years of switchboard operation,
at a centrally located business or residence. The committee named E. O. Spielberg
and Bernard Monnich.

April 18: The committee had contracted with C. Hoffman. The
newspaper explicitly says the central "hello" office would be in his
restaurant. This is direct contemporary evidence of the first office
location.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, April 4, 1901, p. 5, "For Bids to Operate Switchboard" (complete notice); April 18, 1901, p. 5 (complete local-news paragraph).

April 4, 1901 newspaper page April 18, 1901 newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913749/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913816/


CONTEMPORARY LEGAL NOTICE

What the corporation was authorized to do
Selected excerpts from the published articles; this is not a reproduction of the complete legal notice.
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Source: The Hooper Sentinel, April 11, 1901, p. 1, "Articles of Incorporation of the Hooper Telephone Company." These excerpts identify the incorporators, principal place of
business, powers to build and operate the system, and $50,000 of authorized capital in $25 shares. Authorized capital is not the amount actually raised or spent.

Open the complete newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913768/


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER PROGRESS REPORTS

Construction was not an opening date
The system was still being assembled after the corporation had been organized.
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May 9: Poles were set, crossarms nearly in place, and wire work was expected
next. Service before June 1 was a hope, conditional on material arriving. It was not
an announcement of a completed opening.

June 13: Telephones had been installed but the needed cable had not arrived;
they were not yet connected to the central office. This is direct evidence that the
March 1 corporate start did not mean immediate telephone service.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, May 9, 1901, p. 5; June 13, 1901, p. 5. Complete local-news paragraphs, cropped from the saved newspaper captures.

May 9, 1901 newspaper page June 13, 1901 newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706913902/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706914036/


CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPER NOTICES

Connected through central: July 13, 1901
The July 18 report identifies the preceding Saturday as the date the line was connected.
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July 4: After a six-week delay, the cable had arrived. The report expected
connection work the following week. This was a progress forecast, not confirmation
that central service had begun.

July 18: The paper reported that the line was finally connected the preceding
Saturday and that calls were now made through the central office. That Saturday
was July 13, 1901. The report does not identify the first caller.

Sources: The Hooper Sentinel, July 4, 1901, p. 8; July 18, 1901, p. 8. Complete local-news paragraphs. The precise July 13 date is a calendar calculation from the contemporary
report, not a date printed numerically in the paragraph.

July 4, 1901 newspaper page July 18, 1901 newspaper page

https://www.newspapers.com/image/706914137/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/706914183/


CONTEMPORARY FEDERAL NOTICE / RETROSPECTIVE READING NOTES

Operators and the later company record
The following three pages reproduce the complete centennial book pages 41-43.
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Federal Register, April 18, 1944, pp. 4111-4112: Hooper Telephone received a
certificate for learner commercial switchboard operators at its Hooper exchange,
effective April 13, 1944-April 12, 1945. The general notice on p. 4111 explains the
rules allowed learner wages below the normal statutory minimum. It names no
individual trainees or actual wages.

Official Federal Register issue (PDF p. 50 is printed p. 4112)

How to read the centennial pages
The 1976 account records the 1920 common-battery switchboard, later managers, wartime rebuilding, the 1944 flood, Uehling dial conversion in
1949 and Hooper dial conversion on November 19, 1963. The operators pictured on p. 42 are Twila Linstadt and Alta Miller in 1955; they are
not identified as the 1944 flood operators.

Important differences: The February 1901 newspaper names T. W. Lyman as elected president, whereas the book names E. O. Spielberg. The book dates the 1944 flood June 9;
contemporary reports establish Sunday, June 11. Its fourteen-day service interruption also differs from the newspapers' restoration reports. The p. 42 portrait's 1899 Hooper
manager caption should not be used to move the company's founding before 1901. These are original historical pages, not silently corrected transcriptions.

Further limits: The book distinguishes Hooper dial service in 1963 from a further "direct dialing" change in 1965, without specifying long-distance service. Its rural underground/private-line project is
described as nearing completion in 1976, not already complete.

June 15, 1944 contemporary flood report June 22, 1944 service-restoration report

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-1944-04-18/pdf/FR-1944-04-18.pdf
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707497776/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/707497797/


Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976 | printed p. 41 | retrospective source
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Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976 | printed p. 42 | retrospective source
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Centennial History of Hooper, 1876-1976 | printed p. 43 | retrospective source
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CONTEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION RECORD

The 1913 order for telephone connections
Formal Complaint No. 214: Hooper Telephone Company v. Nebraska Telephone Company.
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Printed p. 158, excerpt: The September 15 hearing took place in Fremont. The
commission found for Hooper. Printed p. 159, right: Its September 20 order
required connections at Fremont and near Hooper, divided toll revenue under
Nebraska law, and set an October 1 effective date. That is not proof of the date
construction was completed.

Source: Nebraska State Railway Commission, Sixth Annual Report to the Governor, year ending November 30, 1913 (published 1914), pp. 158-159. The Supreme Court affirmed the order on May 15,
1914, in 96 Neb. 245-262. The interconnection case is separate from the Uehling exchange purchase.

Original commission report, Internet Archive / Google Original 1914 Supreme Court opinion

https://archive.org/details/report110commgoog
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/epubs/S3000/B001-1914apr.pdf


CONTEMPORARY COMPANY STATISTICS

Identifying Hooper in the 1913 table
Printed p. 506: the company name and accounting columns.
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Hooper Telephone Co. appears between Holbrook-Hendley Tel. Co. and Hoskins Independent Tel. Co. The following packet page
continues the same table; Hooper is row 150. These are published extracts of company reports, not the archived original returns.

Reporting period: The introductory note on printed p. 376 states the year ending June 30, 1913, unless otherwise noted. No different period is marked
for Hooper.

Sixth Annual Report, pp. 376 and 506 (1913 reporting year; published 1914)

https://archive.org/details/report110commgoog


CONTEMPORARY COMPANY STATISTICS

Hooper: 647 instruments in 1913
Printed p. 507: the continuation of the table, Hooper row 150.
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Row 150: 418 farm subscribers, 229 city subscribers, 647 total instruments installed and 271 stockholders.
The company reported 945 miles of wire and 5,930 feet of cable. Wire mileage is not roadway or pole-line
mileage.

Source: Nebraska State Railway Commission, Sixth Annual Report to the Governor, year ending November 30, 1913 (published
1914), telephone-company table pp. 506-507. The p. 376 note establishes that these company figures cover the year ending June 30,
1913.

Open the digitized original report

https://archive.org/details/report110commgoog
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